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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
When I became the Headteacher at St Albert the Great School, it was with the determination that this school will 
be the absolute best it can be and this has meant a focus on raising standards across all areas of school life. 
Thank you for your continuing support with this aim.   
 
For example, the development of our learning environment includes the addition of our fantastic Forest School 
and our Wildwood Den.  The Spinney will also be further enhanced with a decking area over a section of our 
pond, to enable the children to access the pond safely.  The front entrance has been greatly improved with the 
volunteers (led by Mrs Woltynska) who have re-planted, weeded and sorted out the borders that had become 
very overgrown and untidy over the last year.  Inside, we have display boards in the corridors and public spaces 
where parents and the children can see our celebrations of children’s work and achievements.   In our entrance 
hall we now have a board where we can display evidence of our work towards the Common Good – evidence of 
the incredible generosity that exists in this school in supporting others through a wide variety of global and local 
charities.   
 
In the classrooms, our teachers have received professional development to ensure they are up to date and 
focused on what we know is best practice to ensure, at the very least, good teaching and good outcomes with 
both achievement and progress for all of our children.  Through the introduction of Building Learning Power (BLP) 
and Philosophy for Children (P4C), we teach and encourage our children to be independent, engaged, curious, 
life-long learners.  With the progress we have seen over the 20

th
 Century, the jobs we are preparing our children 

for in the 21
st
 Century probably don’t exist yet.  We will need to ensure our children are equipped not just with 

knowledge, but with skills so they can adapt as they might need to ‘re-skill’ 3 or 4 times in their working lives.  We 
are determined to provide them with the knowledge that will set them on a positive course through Secondary 
School and beyond, as well as the skills that are most desirable – flexibility, independence, an open mindset and 
an ability to problem solve and persevere.  When I attended the Hertfordshire Headteacher’s Conference last 
month, every guest speaker (including Dr Kevin Fong who you may have seen on the BBC and Channel 4 in 
Extreme A&E, and Maggie Philbin who presented science, medical and technology programmes such as 
Tomorrow’s World and Bang Goes the Theory) emphasised the necessity for our children to be creative, resilient, 
problem-solvers.  It was inspiring and affirming to know that we are setting out in the same direction with our high 
expectations for all of our children.  All of this underpinned by our core Gospel Values and the focus on the 
Common Good.   
 
As the Headteacher, it is my duty to implement the policies and procedures set down by the governing body and 
this includes our uniform policy.  Last night we held an extra full governing body meeting to discuss this policy as 
some parents have raised questions regarding its clarity.  
 
Governors looked at the policy that was sent out to families dated Autumn 2015.  Whilst all governors agreed 
that there is a clear intention that girls wear dresses or skirts and boys wear trousers, the policy has not made 
this clear enough.  Whilst most families have interpreted the uniform policy as intended, the wording is 
ambiguous.  The governing body will therefore review this policy in the Spring Term to eliminate any ambiguity.   
It will be dealt with at the FGB meeting on March 21

st
, 2017.  It was due for review in Autumn 2018, but because 

of the ambiguities, will be reviewed earlier.  It has been noted that a very small number of girls are wearing 
trousers and they may continue to do so until the policy is reviewed.   They will need to be grey uniform trousers.   
 
Kind Regards 
 
Mrs K Little 
Headteacher 
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