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NEWSLETTER 

19
th

 October, 2016 

 

Harvest Festival 
We will celebrate Harvest Festival on Friday 21

st
 October at 11:00.  You are very welcome to join us in the school 

hall.  If you are able to send in any food items, we would be very grateful to receive these from Thursday 20
th

 
October.  Food items will be donated to DENS and the list is attached at the end of this newsletter.  The children 
and staff welcomed Lesley Brinsden and Camille Fidgett from CAFOD who came in last week and shared 
information about the ‘Brighten up Harvest’ schools’ campaign.  In this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has asked us 
to rediscover the corporal works of mercy – one of which is to feed the hungry.  The children watched a film about 
one of their projects in Bolivia.  Bolivia is the poorest country in South America and families face huge challenges 
in growing enough food.  Many of the children there are malnourished.  Whilst we did not commemorate the 
CAFOD fast day in school, we would like to support this charity by asking our children to dress in bright clothes 
on Friday 21

st
 and bring in a donation of £1.00.  We will therefore be able to support 2 charities through our 

Harvest Festival donations.  Thank you.   
 

Parent Consultations 
Many thanks to all of the parents who attended the Parent Consultation afternoon/evening last week.  This was a 
valuable meeting for both parents and teachers to share current information about the children in our school.   
 

Secondary Transfer 
October 31

st
 is the closing date for online submission of Year 6 secondary transfer forms to the local authority at 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.  If you are applying to a voluntary aided school such as JFK, you are 
reminded to return the school’s Supplementary Information Form (SIF) to the relevant school.  Please note that 
the local authority is advising parents to submit their online forms by Friday 28

th
 October as there will be limited 

support available over the weekend for anyone having trouble applying.  Applications received after the 31
st
 

October are considered late and will not be included in the first round of allocations.   
 

Parents’ Association 
Many thanks to the PA and to those who support the events.  The children’s disco on Friday was a great success. 
Please look out for further dates from the Parents’ Association as they will send out information in their 
newsletter.  A date for your diaries: 

 Christmas Fair - Friday 9
th

 December, 3:15-6:00 
 

Recent Sports News and Success 
Our sports teams have started the term with two friendly football matches: 
 
Hoblett's Manor v St Albert's Boys  
                          1    -   1 
St Albert's Girls v Hoblett's Manor  
                           0    -    2 

 
Mrs Lulham has also informed me that our school has been awarded the Gold School Games Award.  This is a 
significant achievement that acknowledges excellence in physical education.  The Gold Award recognises the 
amount of extra-curricular sport provided and engaged with, competitions with other schools and the leadership of 
our own children in physical education.  Last year, 97% of our Year 6 children led the school in a wide variety 
activities through our ‘Sports Crew’.  Mrs Lulham will announce the new Sports Crew after the half term break.  
This year we are proud to announce that we have 2 Sports Ambassadors – Joshua Brooks and Julia Gebska, and 
2 Health/Activity Leaders – Lily O’Donnell and Gwen Sear.  For these positions, the children had to write a letter 
of application explaining why they would do a good job in this role and Mrs Lulham and I were both very 
impressed with the level of applications from all children who expressed an interest.  A huge thank you to Mrs 
Lulham for all of her dedication to ensuring PE and Sport have a high priority and are accessible and enjoyed by 
all.  If you would like further information about PE and Sport in our school please have a look at the PE page of 
our school website.  Please note that our website will be updated to a new format over the half term break and we 
are confident you will be pleased with the improvements.   

 

mailto:admin@albertthegreat.herts.sch.uk
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School Uniform 
Our Uniform Policy was agreed by our school governors and I am keen to ensure that all of our children follow 
this policy.  Our policy is in line with the policies of our partner Catholic School – St Rose’s, St Cuthbert Mayne 
and JFK.  We have spoken to the children in several of our assemblies and some teachers have also sent 
reminder slips to parents where uniform is not correct.  This consists of a tick list so parents can see which item is 
not compliant with our agreed policy.  A school tie must be worn at all times by both boys and girls (year 1-6) so 
children need to wear a collared short or long-sleeved shirt (boys) or blouse (girls), not a polo t-shirt.  Girls are 
expected to wear either the summer dress with long or short white socks, or the winter skirt or tunic dress with 
either white socks or grey tights.  Boys are expected to wear either grey shorts or trousers with grey socks in the 
summer, and grey trousers with grey socks in the winter.  Boys and girls also wear a v-neck school jumper (boys) 
or cardigan (girls). Full details that include what is acceptable hair wear and footwear are also in the policy.   
We have been blessed with a mild autumn, but the children will need to return to school on Tuesday 1

st
 

November in the correct winter uniform. (Monday 31
st
 October is our Superhero Wow Day so children will come 

dressed as Superheroes) In the interest of making sure every parent has the same information, I am sending this 
out in the newsletter so that everyone is aware of what is and what is not, acceptable uniform for boys and girls at 
St Albert’s.  The policy is on our website and if you require a paper copy, please ask the school office who will be 
happy to provide you with one.  I expect all children to be compliant with our policy and wearing correct school 
uniform at all times.  Thank you.   
 

Superhero Wow Day 
As you know, I had to postpone our Superhero Wow Day as Lesley was ill.  I am delighted that she will be coming 
back to our school on Monday 31

st
 October to support our children with our theme day.  She will be leading a 

series of workshops designed to enhance our work on Learning Powers and help our children find the ‘Superhero’ 
inside themselves.  Please send your child to school dressed as a Superhero.  At the end of the afternoon she 
will lead a short sharing assembly – due to start at 2:50.  We would be delighted if you could come and see what 
the children have been learning during our theme day.   
 

School Dinners 
On Wednesday 2

nd
 November, we will be holding a ‘menu sampling’ session from 3:00 for all parents (and 

children) to come and try out the new winter menu.  If your child currently has packed lunches and you are 
thinking about whether or not your child would like a hot meal at lunch time, please come along and try some of 
the samples.  I am sure you will be delighted with the food on offer and a hot meal will help sustain your child for 
the whole school day.   
 

Anti-Bullying Wow Day 
I am delighted that we will be welcoming Lesley back to lead another theme day on Monday 14

th
 November.  This 

will kick off our anti-bullying week with a day of workshops designed to help our children understand issues 
around bullying and reinforce our key messages of respect and love for one another.   
 

St Albert the Great feast day 
Father Derek will be celebrating mass here on Tuesday 15

th
 November at 11:00.  You are very welcome to join 

us.   
 

World Premature Birth day 
This is not a widely publicised event but this date is designed to raise awareness – and funds, to support families 
dealing with premature births.  The Watford neo-natal unit has provided excellent care for some of our most 
vulnerable children and we will hold a cake sale to raise funds to support this baby unit.  Donations of cakes for 
this would be gratefully received.   

 

Bags of Help 
I am absolutely delighted to be able to inform you that our school has been successful in securing funding from 
Tesco’s Bags of Help initiative.   Tesco has teamed up with Groundwork on its bags of help initiative in hundreds 
of regions across England and South Wales.  The scheme will see three community groups and projects in each 
of these regions awarded grants of £12,000, £10,000 and £8,000 all raised from the 5p bag charge.  The public 
will now vote in store from 31

st
 October – 13

th
 November on who should receive the £12,000, £10,000 and £8,000 

awards.  In total there is over £12.5 million up for grabs.  So, please ensure that when you shop at Tesco, you 
place your vote in the St Albert’s tube and encourage all of your friends and family to do the same.  The project 
that this will fund is our Wildwood Den.  If you would like further information about Bags of Help please log on to 
their website:  www.tesco.com/bagsofhelp    
We will have our ‘Grand Opening’ ceremony after the 13

th
 of November.   

 

Grandparents’ Day 
Last year we held our first Grandparents’ Day and I promised this would be an annual event.  This year, the  
suggested date was 3

rd
 October which clashed with the original date for our Superhero Wow Day.  I would like to 

repeat this event but wish to give grandparents as much notice as possible in order for them to arrange to come 

http://www.tesco.com/bagsofhelp
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to the school.  We will therefore hold our second Grandparents’ Day on Monday 28th November 2016 from 1:30-
3:00. The response last year was overwhelmingly positive and I am sure they will enjoy spending time with their 
grandchildren again this year. If this is the first time they will be joining us, please encourage them to come and 
see what their grandchildren are learning.  We invite all grandparents to join us at the end of the afternoon in the 
school hall for a cup of tea.  

 

Mathematics 
All children can engage in mathematics online at www.emaths.co.uk (past SATs papers), www.uk.ixl.com and 
www.flashmaths.co.uk (click on the relevant year group and go to the ‘practice’ tab).  These are great sites for 
maths practice.  We have a subscription to espresso on https://home.espresso.co.uk user: student15925 and the 
password: sailing.  All children have the same username and password.  We have a subscription to mathletics 
and use this regularly in school www.mathletics.co.uk  The children have individual passwords which the class 
teacher will have shared with the children.   
 

Reading 
All children can engage with reading online at a variety of websites.  www.bookstart.or.uk, 
www.teachyourmonstertoread.com (particularly engaging graphics and fun adventures), 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book, www.booktrust.org.uk and 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/literacy.shtml.    

 

School Website 
Over the past few weeks, Mrs Gee and Mrs Spice have been working closely with our IT provider to look at how 
we can make our website more informative and more user friendly.  I am confident that you will be impressed with 
the results and we are aiming to have the new website fully functioning after the half term break.  A huge thank 
you to both Mrs Gee and Mrs Spice for the many hours they have spent working on this project.  A reminder that 
all newsletters are posted on the website.   
 

School Entrance 
I am sure that you will also have noticed how lovely the borders are looking in and around our school entrance.  
This is due to the huge amount of time and effort that Mrs Woltynska and several other mums and dads have 
spent on weeding and planting, so that our entrance looks inviting and welcoming.  I would like to say a huge 
thank you to these parents for their support and pride in our school environment.   

 

Dinner Money   
Hertfordshire Catering Ltd has increased meal charges from September 2016 by 5p per meal.  Therefore, each 
school meal will cost £2.35.  The full amounts payable for the next half term are as follows: 

 
Weekly: £11.75                    Second half term: £86.95            

 
Dinner money must be paid in advance, preferably using schoolcomms.  Alternatively, cheques can be made 
payable to HCC.  If your child’s school meal account is not kept in credit, you will be asked to provide packed 
lunches.  Thank you for your support.   

 

Dates for the second half of the Autumn Term: 
 
31.10.16  ‘Superhero’ wow day – children and staff dressed as superheroes 
 2.11.16  Menu Sampling 3:15 
14.11.16  Anti-Bullying Theme Day 
15.11.16  Mass for St Albert the Great feast day 11:00 
17.11.16  World Premature Birth Day (cake sale) 
22.11.16  Show potential Reception parents round the school 9:30 
 1.12.16  Advent Service 2:30 pm 
 5.12.16  Occasional Day (no school) 
 7.12.16  Westminster Advent Service (details to follow) 
 8.12.16  Show potential Reception parents round the school 2:00 
 9.12.16  Christmas Fair 3:15-6:00 
13.12.16  Pantomime in St Albans (Rec-Yr 6) 1:30-4:30 
14.12.16  Children’s Christmas Lunch 
16.12.16  Foundation Stage Nativity (morning – time t.b.c) 
16.12.16  KS1 (Year 1 and 2) Nativity (afternoon – time t.b.c) 
21.12.16  Term Ends 1:30 pm   
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Photograph consent 
In order for us to know whether or not we have permission to use your child’s image on our website or other related 
purposes such as displays in the classroom or in books, please log on to schoolcomms to give your consent.  Please 
ensure this is done by Monday 31

st
 October.  If we do not hear from you, we will assume you are happy for your child to 

be photographed and for any image to be used for school purposes only.   
 
I hope you have a restful half term break and look forward to seeing everyone in their ‘Superhero’ costumes when we 
return on Monday 31

st
 October.  Please remember to encourage your friends and family to vote for our Wildwood Den 

project at our local Tesco store.   
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Mrs K Little 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 


