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NEWSLETTER 

 

5
th

 September, 2016 

 
A very warm welcome back to our pupils who have moved up to their new classes and I am delighted that we 
have also welcomed Julia Gebska to our Year 6 class.  A warm welcome to Mr Brian Manley – our new caretaker, 
and Miss Claire Davey – our Year 2 teacher.  The children have all assured me they had a good break and are 
ready for the challenges of their new classes.  In our Assembly this morning we gave our Year 6 children their 
new school ties which they are now wearing with pride.  
 
The whole staff returned to school last Thursday and we have spent 2 days preparing for the new school year.  
This has included some amendments and additions to our Behaviour Policy procedures, a session on ‘Mark 
Making’ and 2 sessions on Guided Reading.  We were delighted to join the staff of the other local Catholic 
Schools at St Mark’s Church on Thursday afternoon where a Mass was celebrated by our new Bishop, alongside 
Father Simon and Father Derek.  It was a lovely start to the new academic year and an opportunity for us to 
network with the other staff.    
 
The children have been updated about our new procedures – they can be seen as part of our Behaviour Policy on 
our School Website – particularly the introduction of a yellow and red card system.  The teachers will also be 
sending home a new Home-School Agreement and we would be very grateful if these could please be signed and 
returned by Friday 9

th
 September.   

 
Mrs Palmer will not be returning to school and as a school community we would like to thank her for her 
dedication to the children at the school over the last 8 years and wish her, and her family, well.   
 
I will be advertising shortly for an office administrator and this will be posted on our school website and 
noticeboard.   
                    

Curriculum Information Sessions 
The teachers will be holding their annual Curriculum Information sessions next week and the specific dates and 
times will follow at the end of this newsletter.  It is essential that parents/carers attend these sessions as you will 
gain vital information about what your child/children will be learning this year and how you can help your child 
make progress with their learning. Please note that if you have a child in Year 5 or Year 6, information about the 
school journey will be included in these sessions.   

 

Dinner Money   
Hertfordshire Catering Ltd has increased meal charges from September 2016 by 5p per meal.  Therefore, each 
school meal will cost £2.35.  The full amounts payable for this term are as follows: 

 
Weekly: £11.75       First half term: £82.25                 Second half term: £86.95            Full term: £169.20 

 
Dinner money must be paid in advance, preferably using schoolcomms.  Alternatively, cheques can be made 
payable to HCC.  If your child’s school meal account is not kept in credit, you will be asked to provide packed 
lunches.  Thank you for your support.   
 

Summer Reading Challenge 
Many children have already been talking about their ‘Extreme Reading’ challenges and we are looking forward to 
seeing their photographs.  Please send them in this week as Mrs Michaels will be awarding prizes to children next 
week who have evidence of the most ‘extreme’ reading.   
 

Roald Dahl Day 
We will be celebrating Roald Dahl’s birth on Tuesday 13

th
 September with a ‘Dahlicious’ theme day.  Please send 

your children to school dressed as their favourite Roald Dahl character.  You can find costume suggestions and 
advice on a variety of websites including Pinterest and www.roalddahl.com/dahlicious . The ‘Extreme Reading’ 
prizes will be awarded that day. 
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Celebration Assembly 
We have moved the timing and the format of the weekly celebration assembly to a Friday afternoon at 2:50.  
These will start next Friday – the 16

th
 of September.  Each class will take a turn in sharing what the children have 

been learning through the week.  The Year 1 class will start us off on Friday 16
th

 September with the other year 
groups following each week.  Finer Diners will be awarded by Miss Baird during a Friday lunchtime and children 
will be awarded stars and stickers on a regular basis rather than just once per week.  There will be opportunities 
for children to regularly share their outside school achievements.   

 

Wildwood Den 
As it was raining this morning and the children came straight in to the Hall, you may not have had an opportunity 
to see our new Wildwood Den which was built on the edge of the KS1 playground over the summer holidays. We 
are delighted that there is also now an extended pathway surrounding the Den as well as logs for seating, so the 
children will have a lovely new area to use during their playtimes.  We need to have the area inspected by our 
safety inspector before the children can use it and I will update you as soon as I have that information and we will 
have a ‘Grand Opening’ ceremony.   
 

Term Dates for 2016-17 
 
Autumn Term 2016: 
Monday 5

th
 September to Wednesday 21

st
 December 2016 at 1:30 pm.   

The half term holiday is from Monday 24
th

 to Friday 28
th

 October 2016.   
School is closed on Monday 5

th
 December for the annual Occasional Day’s holiday. 

 
Spring Term 2017: 
Friday 6

th
 January 2017 to Friday 31

st
 March at 1:30 pm.   

Half-term holiday is from Monday 13
th

 to Friday 17
th

 February 2017. 
 
Summer Term: 
Wednesday 19

th
 April to Friday 21

st
 July 2017 at 1:30 pm.   

Half-term holiday is from Monday 29
th

 May to Friday 2
nd

 June 2017. 
 
Dates for the Autumn Term: 
9.9.16  Home/School Agreement due in to school 
12.9.16  Year 3 and Year 4 Curriculum Information session 9:15 am 
13.9.16  Roald Dahl Theme Day 
14.9.16  Year 5 and Year 6 Curriculum Information session 9:15 am 
15.9.16  Year 1 and Year 2 Curriculum Information session 9:15 am.  
20.9.16   Forest School starts for Year 2 
26.9.16-30.9.16 Year 6 School Journey to PGL 
3.10.16  ‘Superhero’ wow day – children and staff dressed as superheroes 
11.10.16  Parent Consultations 
21.10.16  Harvest Festival 11:00 am 
14.11.16  Anti-Bullying Theme Day 
1.12.16  Advent Service 2:30 pm 
5.12.16  Occasional Day (no school) 
13.12.16  Pantomime in St Albans (Rec-Yr 6) 1:30-4:30 
16.12.16  Foundation Stage Nativity (morning – time t.b.c) 
16.12.16  KS1 (Year 1 and 2) Nativity (afternoon – time t.b.c) 
21.12.16  Term Ends 1:30 pm   
 
We will endeavour to let you know as early as possible if there are additions to these dates. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Mrs K Little 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 


