
Our curriculum in the 
EYFS 

Early Years Foundation Stage
FS2 (Reception)



Who you will see in the unit 

• Miss Wallek (FS2 teacher)
• Mrs Watts  (FS2 TA)
• Mrs Turp (FS1 teacher)
• Mrs Lewis (FS1 TA)
• Mrs Harvey (FS1 TA – pm sessions and 

lunch) 
• Miss Stenton (FS1 TA – pm sessions)



The EYFS curriculum 

The Prime Areas
Communication and Language
• Listening and attention
• Understanding
• Speaking
Physical Development
• Moving and handling
• Health and self care
Personal Social and Emotional Development
• Self confidence and self awareness
• Managing feelings and behaviour
• Making relationships



Specific Areas
Literacy
• Reading
• Writing

Mathematics
• Numbers
• Shape space and measures

Understanding the world
• People and communities
• The world
• Technology

Expressive Arts
• Exploring media and materials
• Being Imaginative



Basic Timetable 



Morning routine 

• Children come into class, find their pegs and book bag box 
and then wash their hands.   We are there to support them 
with this, but it is encouraged that they try to do this 
independently where possible. 

• If your child arrives after the class has been collected from 
the gate, please wait until the rest of the school has entered 
and then go to the main office who will either ring us to 
open the door or bring your child through the main school 



Busy Fingers

• These activities are designed to promote fine motor control 
and development.  

• Each morning the children are encouraged to take part in 
the fine motor activities and not access other toys.  They will 
have the opportunity to choose other toys later in Child 
Initiated Learning time

• Children are not ready to hold a pencil correctly or form 
letters if they have not develop their muscles in their hands, 
arms and upper body.  Fine motor activities and disco dough 
help strengthen these muscles 



Carpet time 
• We start our carpet time with our welcome song and calendar.
• We then lead into our Daily Worship time where we sit around 

the mat and light or candle for prayer and a bible story. as the 
term goes on, this will become more child led with 2 children 
setting up our ‘alter’  and choosing the ‘gather’ ‘response’ and 
‘mission’ for the day.  

• After our worship time we hope to introduce disco dough into our 
carpet routine.  This is a great way to help build our finger 
muscles ready for holding  a pencil.  Each child will have an 
individual, named pot of playdough to use each day and they will 
be encouraged to  copy the actions. 

• After carpet time, we go outside for our daily mile, or we do some 
yoga bugs to wake our bodies up and keep active. 



Group time
• This is an adult led activity where we will teach the children in small 

groups.  This will sometimes be their colour groups of mixed ability or it 
may be in different groups with children with similar next steps

• We have 3 colour groups for FS2 children . From early on we encourage 
the children to recognise their colour group and use these groups for 
things such as snack time, PE groups and adult led activities.

• Staff plan adult led activities (both in small groups and sometimes 1:1 
work with children) based on the children's next steps which have been 
identified during baseline assessments and observations.  

• All of the adults in the setting will teach a small group activity across a 
week with a different focus  

• At the moment we are introducing our group time to the children and 
using it to get to know your child



Child Initiated Learning 
• The children get a long period of time for their self chosen play 

both in the morning and in the afternoon sessions.  During 
child initiated Learning, the children have access to the indoor 
and outdoor areas of the classrooms and can independently 
select the toys they want to play with.  There are also activities 
that have been selected and planed for by the adults.  The 
children are encouraged to practice skills they have been 
taught and deepen their learning through guidance from staff.  

• Staff observe children in their child initiated play to assess 
their learning and understanding and then set next steps.  

• We also use this time to interact with the children and address 
any misconceptions about their learning and individualise each 
child’s experiences.

• Judgements are used to inform planning so that it is closely 
linked to the children's developmental needs and interests



PE
• As part of the EYFS Physical Development is a big part of our 

curriculum.  On a daily basis children are encouraged to explore 
the outdoor area and use a range of gross and fine motor toys.   
This is why we ask children to wear trainers not school shoes 
along with tracksuit trousers/leggings rather than skirts.  

• Currently our PE slot is on a Tuesday afternoon and Friday 
mornings where we will be exploring music and movement.

• The children are encouraged to remove their own socks and shoes 
independently at the beginning of the hall sessions and then put 
them back on at the end.  This is something you can help with at 
home by letting them do this as part of their getting dressed 
routine. 

• ‘Ready Set Ride’ programme - We also hope to introduce some 
balance bike training in the next few months which we will be 
using during our PE slots.  These are a great way to develop the 
skills required to ride a bike. 



Daily worship

• We don’t go to assembly very often as its not always 
appropriate but we do have our own daily worship time 
each morning.   

• We sit together, learn new songs and usually have a story.  
This is RE based.

• Over the next few weeks, the children will be encouraged to 
take part in setting up the ‘alter’ at the beginning of our 
worship session and also select some of the things we do 
such how we respond to the daily Word.  



RE.. 

• Our topics this term covered in RE are 
- Myself – We are all precious to God  

- Welcome – baptism

- Birthday – celebrating birthdays, Christmas

As part of our RE we also look a little at other festivals and celebrations that 
happen around the world and different faiths across the year.  These 
include Diwali, Hunnakah, Chinese New Year, Holi and Eid just to name a 
few!  We will also try to visit Our Ladies this term. 



Phonics
• In FS2 we start by revising Phase 1 Phonics of Letters and Sounds and 

following this we will be introducing Phase 2 of Letters and Sounds

• Phase 1 concentrates on developing children's speaking and listening 
skills and lays the foundations for the phonic work which starts in Phase
2. Phase 2 begins to introduce children to the sounds and skills needed 
for early reading. 

• This is something we encourage you to help with at home, focus on 
things such as rhyming words, sounds they hear, orally blending sounds 
and sound patterns. 
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Our learning 
• The first few weeks we spend settling in and learning about our 

environment.  We have been exploring resources inside and out and 
getting to know each other. We also spend this time completing Baseline 
assessments – finding out what your children know and what their next 
steps will be.  

• We share our expectations and class rules, things like siting on the 
carpet, having kind hands, listening to adults and sharing toys. 

• Our overall topic at the moment is ‘ourselves’ so we can get to know 
each other.  It also links with our RE where we have been talking about 
how God loves us all.  

• Our topics are never set in stone! In fact we like to go with the children’s 
interest and have their input on what we learn.  



Learning Journeys
• This is our way to record your child’s learning through their time with us

• We use photos and written observations to record their development 
and set next steps

• We also use these books to keep some of the children’s work created in 
CIL 

• You are encouraged to add to these with ‘Moments from Home’ sheets –
(which I have included in this pack, and can be downloaded from the 
website)



No achievement is to small! We want to know what they are doing at home, 
this could include photos of special occasions or milestones they have 

reached.  The forms  can be downloaded from the website on the Home 
Learning Tasks page. These can be printed out and filled in or you can email 

them to me at school.



Reading

• Sharing a story with your child is really important part of developing 
their love of  reading

• We will be starting our library over the next few weeks where all 
children will choose a book to bring home for you to share with them.  

• Talk about the story and pictures, encourage the children to hear 
rhyming words and patterns, ask questions about what is happening or 
what might happen next.  These are all skills they will use when 
becoming confident readers and writers as they get older

• Please make sure your child has a book bag so they can take a book 
home. This book should be returned every Friday.  



Learning powers
We will be talking about our Learning Powers in a next few weeks these help us to be 

life long learners and have a positive attitude 

Cooperation 

Determination Reflectiveness

Curiosity 



Things to remember!
• Uniform  - Reminder that uniform is black trousers (joggers 

or leggings),  red polo shirt, trainers with Velcro and red 
fleece

• Names in ALL clothing and bags!

• Spare boots at school for our visits to the Spinney and mud 
kitchen 

• Water bottles – no squash please 

• Have you returned your all about me book?





I hope this has given you a little more 
information about what we do in the 

Foundation Stage Unit.  
If you have any questions please feel free to call 
or email the school, or have a quick chat when 

you drop off or collect your child.  
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