
materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick/rock, and pa-
per/cardboard for particular uses.  
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Due to Covid-19 and the impact lock down had on our 
children’s education we will be following a recovery cur-
riculum this year. It is a curriculum designed to reacti-
vate children's’ knowledge in some areas as well as de-
velop new skills and learning experiences. 
 
English  
 
Daily phonic group work will continue in Year 2 to secure 
children’s phonic knowledge. They will be expected to use 
their knowledge of sounds in their independent writing in les-
sons.  
 
Regular handwriting practice will introduce children to hand-
writing joins and they will begin using these joins in their 
books when writing. 
 
Autumn Term 
For the first half of Autumn term children will learning about 
‘The Journey’ by Aaron Becker and ‘The frog and the 
stranger’ by Max Velthuijs. They will practise their retelling of 
stories using time language and ensuring key details are in-
cluded. Children will begin to confidently identify the noun 
within a sentence and will use expanded noun phrases to 
describe a setting.  
In the second half of the term, children will move on to non-
fiction writing, identifying different types of non-fiction writing 
and the features which they include.  
 
Spring Term 
Children will practise their writing of recounts and informa-
tion texts and will develop their use of questions and com-
mands. Children will come to know and write in a variety of 
styles and for different purposes. We will be studying some 
popular styles of poetry including acrostic poems and rid-
dles. 
 
Summer Term 
Children will be looking at persuasive language used in ad-
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Thank you for taking the time to read our Curriculum 
Newsletter. We are happy to answer any questions you 

may have. 
 

Year 2 Team 



Fractions 
Third, quarter, half 

Simple fraction 
Equal part 

Part of 
  

Statistics 
Calculate, calculation 

Mental calculation 
Jotting 
Correct 

bought, sold 
Tally 

Graph, block graph, pictogram 
Represent 
Label, title 

Most popular, least popular 
Most common, least common 

      
Measurement 

measuring scale 
Length, metre (m), centimetre (cm) 

Mass, kilogram (kg), gram (g) 
Contains 

Volume/capacity, litre (l), millilitre (ml) 
Pounds (£), pence (p) 

days of the week 
months of the year 

Fortnight 
Digital/analogue 

Minute/hour 
Surface 

 
Geometry 

2-D shape, sides, angles, right angles 
3-D shapes, edges, vertices, faces 

Rotate, turn 
Clockwise, anti-clockwise 

 

Maths 
Throughout the year we will be covering the National Cur-
riculum to prepare children for the end of Key Stage Teacher 
Assessments. Lessons will include independent work, group 
work, manipulating concrete materials as well as problem 
solving skills. 
 
• Place value in 2- and 3- digit numbers 
• Partition into multiples of 10 and ones 
• Comparing, ordering, reading and writing 2-digit and 3-digit numbers 
• Use the < and > symbols 
• Patterns and sequences 
• Addition/subtraction of 1- and 2- digit numbers 
• Addition and subtraction facts to 10; pairs that sum to 20; multiples 

of 10 that sum to 100 
• Tables for 2, 5 and 10 
• Doubles of numbers to 10; corresponding halves 
• Solving problems  
• Patterns, relationships and properties of numbers and shapes 
• Estimating and checking answers 
• Describing and visualising properties of common 2-D and 3-D 

shapes 
• Line symmetry 
• Sorting information on a diagram using one or two criteria 
• Organising information using lists and tables 
• Presenting data in block graphs and pictograms 
• Choosing and using appropriate units of measure and measuring 

equipment 
• Measuring and comparing lengths, weights and capacities using 

standard units 
• Mental calculations: adding and subtracting 1-digit number or multi-

ple of 10 to/from a 2-digit number 
• Informal written calculations: adding and subtracting 1- and 2-digit 

numbers 
• Following and giving instructions for movement using mathematical 

language 
• Estimating, comparing and measuring lengths, weights and capaci-

ties 
• Using units of time and reading time to the quarter hour 
• Reading scales and interpreting the divisions 
• Counting on and back from different numbers in 2s, 5s and 10s 
• Building up the 2, 5, or 10 times-tables 
• Finding half, quarter and three quarters of shapes and sets of ob-

jects 
• Doubles of numbers to 20 and corresponding halves 
• Describing patterns and relationships involving numbers or shapes 

and testing examples that fit conditions 
• Using the symbols +, −, ÷ and = to describe, record and interpret 

number sentences 
• Multiplication as repeated addition and arrays 



 
History Topics to be taught this year: 
 
 
 
World war I 
Children will be carrying out their own research using a 
range of secondary sources. They will be learning about 
events beyond living memory that are significant nationally 
or globally.  They will be identifying similarities and differ-
ences between the past and present and the significance of 
the poppy and why we remember those who fought. Chil-
dren will also create a timeline of significant events. 
 
Significant People  
 
Children will come to know of significant people throughout 
history and the contributions they made. We will study Neil 
Armstrong and Christopher Columbus, two explorers from 
very different times, and compare their lives and  the discov-
eries they made as well as Queen Victoria, Elisabeth 1 and 
Florence Nightingale.  
 
 
 
 
Inventions 
We will also have a closer look at many inventions that 
changed the  history of human kind. From steam engines 
and first print to space rockets and computers. 

Key vocabulary for Maths 
 

You can help your child by discussing core vocabulary which will 
be encountered each term to help build confidence, understanding 

and familiarity.   
 

Numbers and Place Value  
Thousands, Hundreds, Tens, ones 

Two hundred, one thousand 
Threes, fours, fives and so on 

Tally 
Multiple 

Sequence 
Continue  

Predict 
One, two or three digit number 

Place value 
Stands for, represents 

Exchange 
Twenty first, twenty second 

 
Addition and Subtraction 

Addition, plus, add, more than, sum (+) 
tens boundary 

Subtraction, subtract, take away, minus, less than, difference (-) 
inverse 

 
Multiplication and Division 

lots of, groups of 
times, multiply, multiplied by (x) 

multiple of 
repeated addition 

array 
row, column 

Division, divide, share (÷) 



Music: 
Children will be having music lessons with a music teacher on Tues-
days. They will be taking part in movement and rhythm activities.  
P.E. 
We will be having two PE lessons on Wednesday and Fridays. Children 
are to come to school in their PE kits on both of those days. There is no 
need for uniform.   
 
Helping your child at home 
 
Homework 
Spellings will be set on a Friday, to be tested on the following Friday 
with scores going home. 
Children will be given a mental maths focus to concentrate on which will 
be practised during Maths lessons throughout the week and during our 
arithmetic lessons on Fridays. 
10 minutes supervised daily reading with reading books preferably be-
ing changed at least once a week. There will be a non– compulsory 
homework given out every week to practise your child’s fundamental 
skills. 
 
 
Spellings 
Words will consist of a common spelling patterns, phonic sounds or will 
be taken from the common exceptions words list for Year 2, which chil-
dren are expected to be able to spell correctly in their independent writ-
ing by the end of the year. 
 
Reading 
It is important that your child reads regularly at home. Please remember 
to use the Reading Record Book to comment on your child’s progress. 
Although primarily reading books are for home reading, both the reading 
record and book should be in school on a DAILY BASIS. 
 
Water Bottles 
Please ensure your child has a named water bottle in school every day.  
 
 
 

 
Geography topics to be taught this year: 
 
 
Australian Adventures  
 
Children will understand geographical similarities and differ-
ences through studying the human and physical features of 
Australia. Children will be able to identify the continents and 
oceans of the world and be able to locate the UK and Aus-
tralia on a globe. 
 
Map Skills 
 
Children will practise their map reading skills and fieldwork 
becoming familiar with locational knowledge and vocabulary 
such as north, south, east and west. Children will produce 
their own map of the local area and will be able to use loca-
tional vocabulary to describe where objects are. 
  
Arctic and Antarctic  
Children will compare and contrast Arctic and Antarctic. We 
will identify key physical and human features of the regions 
and reflect on their importance as eco systems. 



Other curriculum areas 

 
Science 
In Science this year we will be looking at: 
 
Weather—children will come to know various different types 
of weather, use observations and ideas to suggest answers to 
questions as well as gathering and recording data to help in 
answering questions. Children will come to understand how 
and why the length of days change and track the position of 
the sun throughout the course of the day. 
 
Animals including humans - Children will discuss how ani-
mals have offspring that grow into adults and think about how 
children have changed since they were babies. Look at vari-
ous life cycles and find out what animals need to survive. 
Study balanced diets and exercise, which help keep humans 
fit and healthy.  
 
Plants - Children observe inside seeds and bulbs and de-
scribe how they grow into mature plants. They find out and 
describe how plants need water, light and a suitable tempera-
ture to grow and stay healthy. Find seeds in the local environ-
ment. 
 
Living things and their habitats - Children explain differ-
ences between things that are living and things that have 
never been alive. Investigate what living organisms need to 
stay alive and healthy. Identify and sort living and non-living 
things and discuss how some non-living things were alive 
once. 
. 
 
Uses of Everyday Materials— Children will find out how the 
shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. They 
will identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 

 
 
Computing 
In Computing, the children will be learning about eSafety and staying 
safe online. They will be improving their digital literacy and algorithm 
writing skills and using these in both computing lessons but also to re-
inforce learning from other areas. 
 
Art/D&T 
Art and D&T to the children, and where possible, this will link in with 
our main class topics including: aboriginal art, stained glass and 3D 
poppy designs, line drawing and painting. Design and Technology will 
be done over a week each term. 
 
RE: 
We will be following the Catholic ‘Come and See’ scheme.  This is di-
vided into 3 topics each term, with the common theme being studied 
throughout the school. These topics are as follows:- 
 
Autumn term: 
Family 
Belonging  
Loving 
 
Spring term: 
Local church 
Eucharist 
Lent/Easter 
 
Summer term: 
Pentecost 
Reconciliation 
Universal Church 
 
 


